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Planning for the 2009 event began as soon as the 2008 show was over. Initially this in-
volved a few preliminary enquiries, the most important call being to the Gibb family who 
lend us their field every year. Without their help the event would not be possible, and they 
readily agreed to our use of it this year. During the current recession, funding opportunities 
for events such as ours are not plentiful, so “more for less” was our objective this year. 
The objective was achieved; the visitor feedback forms told us that the show was every bit 
as good as normal, with much less expenditure. On the day, the field was almost filled to 
capacity with exhibits. As the day of the show neared, some new exhibits were found, in-
cluding the first appearance of Ian Monaghan’s Russian T54 tank – a 40 tonne heavy-
weight which ran up its engine at intervals during the show. The Army, Air Force and Navy 
were all present with excellent displays (especially the RN Sea King helicopter) and the 
Golden Lions Parachute Display Team performed a fine finale to the day. As always, the 
local voluntary organisations and clubs added to and enhanced the show. Museum volun-
teer numbers have greatly increased in the past year and his was most evident on show 
day, the extra numbers spread the work load and made the event run smoothly. The Air & 
Navy Cadets helped out enormously, as they do every year. The Directors offer their sin-
cere thanks to all of those who helped out, your help was invaluable and greatly appreci-
ated. Thanks also to whoever arranged the weather, it came good at the right time!  

The Lothian Helicopters Bell Long Ranger has become a regular at our show, giving 
pleasure flights over Dumfries. Other highlights included museum member Murray Grier-
son’s ex-RAF Gazelle which he flew in for static display and HMS Gannet who paid us a 
visit with their “Search & Rescue” Sea King. The actual visitor numbers on the day were 
1,640. The day resulted in almost £4,000 being added to the museum purchase fund and 
a most enjoyable day was enjoyed by all. So, planning for 2010 now begins! 
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Pupils from Langlands School have enjoyed an “Exceptional Educational Experience” whilst working 
in the Victory Garden. The project was almost a year in the making with input from many outside 
agencies. Our thanks go to all who helped us along the way and also a special mention to Mr. David 
Johnson who provided his expertise and practical gardening knowledge at this time. From its very 
beginning, pupils and staff were involved in planning stages and it has been wonderful to see how it 
has developed. When weather permitted pupils would come along to plant and tend to the garden. A 
special Anderson Shelter provided space to store tools and everyone took turns at all the gardening 
jobs. We hope that the garden will flourish and be enjoyed by everyone who visits the Aviation Mu-
seum. 

We asked the pupils to tell us about their experiences and here are a few of their coMments… 

Liam - “Our Anderson Shelter is a good hiding place, and I like taking plants to the garden”. 

Nicola – “We were gardening at our Victory Garden, we put the plants into the soil. Everyone helped 
and had a good time”. 

Jack – “I was helping to get the soil prepared, the best bit was when I got some manure and chased 
everyone with it. We got some plants from the Garden Centre, which we planted in the soil”.�
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The new membership options have 
been a great success. We now have 
44 Premier members and 8 Corporate 
members. Standard membership re-
newals have declined a little, but this 
may be due to our reliance in recent 
years on using e-mail for communicat-
ing with our members, and people 
tend to change e-mail addresses from 
time to time. People do not always 
notify us of these changes and there-
fore for this reason we are taking the 
unusual step on this occasion of 
sending the newsletter to everyone by 
Royal Mail. If you have not been re-
ceiving newsletters and renewal invi-
tations, it may be because we have 
the wrong e-mail address!  
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The Airspeed 51 Horsa was a British World War II troop-carrying glider built by Airspeed 
Ltd and subcontractors and used for air assault by British and Allied armed forces. It was 
named after Horsa, the legendary 5th Century conqueror of southern Britain and was 
employed most notably at the Battle of Arnhem in 1944. 

Essentially the Horsa was a one-trip, disposable glider. Not surprisingly surviving exam-
ples of originals are very rare. In 2004 Sgt Jim Kilbride, 2nd Battalion Parachute Regi-
ment and a Director of Dumfries Aviation Museum was made aware of the remains of a 
Horsa fuselage section stored in a dilapidated condition at a farm in Caersws village, 
Wales. Some years previously it had been converted to a caravan, complete with kitchen 
cupboards, curtained windows and stove. 

The section was recovered to Colchester Barracks where it was temporarily stored to dry 
out. It was subsequently transferred to the museum and restoration work began. 

Five years later, with the restoration substantially completed, the Horsa section began 
the trip to Arnhem on 17th September, in time for the 65th commemoration celebrations 
and remembrance services. 

The section, accompanied by the restoration team was displayed in the centre of Ooster-
beek on the 18th, then at the drop zone on Saturday 19th September. Close to 1,000 
Paratroopers descended from a variety of aircraft including Hercules and Dakotas. 
Amongst their number was Sgt Jim Kilbride who, after a hair-raising descent (he saw the 
boots of the Paratrooper above him slide down his canopy and appear in front of him, 
their canopies touching), joined the team. There was a great deal of interest in our glider 
section at both venues. The response from Veteran Glider Pilots, Serving members and 
the general public was fantastic and made the efforts of the restoration team very worth-
while. 

Later that day the Horsa was taken across to the Horsa museum at Wolfhezen. Again, 
their reaction to the restoration work was very complimentary. 

The team and their restoration returned to Dumfries Aviation Museum on Monday 21st 
September, gratified by the success of their Netherlands trip. Many thanks to all our 
sponsors for making the trip possible. 

Bobby – “We remembered working together in the garden. We were 
picking up soil. Jack thought he was picking up horse poop. I didn’t like 
getting my hands covered in dirt and mud, then we started planting 
some plants. The plant I’d like to plant are obviously the carrots because 
my mind said “carrots make you see in the dark”. During planting plants 
in the bed I thought we were planting eggplants (also called aubergines) 
after we done planting we watered them and everyone got wet, we’re 
not very good at controlling the hose, but I was. When we had all fin-
ished we had a presentation”. 
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Earlier this year the museum was able to secure funding from the local council for our Oral History project. These funds have been 
used to renovate our display caravan for use as a mobile recording studio, and to purchase a shipping container and equip it as a 
cinema to replay the recorded footage of veteran’s recollections. This project is an important part of recording the past for the educa-
tion of future generations, and we have already begun using the video camera generously donated by Good Man Home Improve-
ments to interview visitors and friends of the museum. If you have a story to tell, you can expect a call from Davie, Jym or Glyn any-
time! 
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On 10th April 1947 three Belgian Air Force Douglas DC-3 Dakotas were en-route to Prestwick for conversion in order to carry passen-
gers. Bad weather was encountered resulting in only one reaching Prestwick. One of the other diverted to Silloth, and the other 
crashed in the Galloway Hills, killing the six aircrew onboard. On 20th May 2008 Frans Van Humbeek and Paul Van Caesbroeck of 
“Hanger Flying” visited the crash site together with our curator, David Reid. Frans and Paul gathered support from The Belgian Air 
force, the Belgian Defence Ministry in Brussels together with voluntary organisations such as the DC-3 VZW Dakota Association. The 
plan came to fruition on 20th August 2009 when forty-three Belgian personnel flew to Prestwick in a Belgian Air Force Embraer 
ERJ145, and then travelled by coach to the museum, stopping en-route within sight of the crash site. About half of the Belgian group 
were either serving or retired members of the Belgian Air Force, with the other half being civilians. The visitors included Lt-General 
(ret.) Rene Hoeben, Lt-General (ret) Albert Depeche and Colonel Bernard Flamang (Base Commander 15 Wing). The ceremony was 
also attended by museum volunteers, the Dumfries Provost (Mayor for our English readers) Jack Groom, MP Russell Brown and 
councillors. The ceremony was a simple one with speeches from the Provost, Rene Hoeben, Albert Depeche and David Reid. Padre 
Latour planned to accompany the party, but was taken ill the day before, however, museum volunteer, ex-airframe fitter and latterly 
Minister of St. John’s church in Dumfries, Andrew McKenzie, stepped into the breach at the last moment to officiate. The Belgian party 
rounded off the day with a meal at a local hotel, before returning to Prestwick for their flight back to Brussels. 

For more information check out this website www.hangarflying.be 
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Begun originally in autumn 2007, the accreditation process for the Museum stretched out longer than originally hoped and was beset 
by a number of delays. A major delay arose from the resignation of our original Curatorial Adviser (a museum professional who ad-
vises and generally oversees our various processes, and who is required to approve and sign off our application). We were fortunate 
in that Stanley Sarsfield of East Ayrshire Museums agreed to take on this role and his advice and support have been crucial.  
 
The problems were overcome, and following a visit by Museums and Galleries Scotland (MGS) officers in July 2009 the Museum fi-
nally received provisional accreditation in August. There still remains work to be done: four points have to be addressed to MGS©s 
satisfaction by February 2010 before our provisional accreditation becomes full accreditation. We have to produce a revised and com-
plete emergency plan; develop a more robust mechanism for assessing access needs; implement a programme of monitoring light 
levels in the Museum; and provide evidence of an action plan for collections care. 
 
These matters are being addressed urgently by the Board and we are confident of achieving full accreditation within the timescale. 
Even with provisional accreditation, the Museum is now able to apply for grant aid which has hitherto been inaccessible to us. Initially 
this will allow us to acquire equipment to ensure that we will continue to meet the accreditation standards and will improve the physical 
well-being of our collections. 
 
Arising from the accreditation process the Museum now has a formally stated and agreed set of aims and objectives. An important 
part of the process has also been, and will remain, the implementation of a Documentation Plan and formal Documentation Proce-
dures. In pursuit of this Stuart James has been visiting the Museum regularly throughout the summer to gather and verify data for full 
catalogues and registers of the Museum©s entire collections. He has also been applying identification labels to items. An initial acces-
sions register will be compiled by the end of this year, and Stuart is also using database software to start cataloguing the collections to 
full MGS standards. This process, of course, has to take account of all the material that has come to the Museum over the last thirty 
years - a daunting task. The Board has also accepted recommendations aimed at standardising captions to exhibits and making them 
more accessible to the general public. 
 
Accreditation is not a one-off process. Once full accreditation is achieved, the Museum will continue both to maintain and develop 
further the various processes already set up. These will be monitored on a regular basis by MGS to confirm and continue our accredi-
tation; but more importantly they will also help ensure the long term conservation of the collections to professional standards and the 
access to and interpretation of these collections by the wider public.�
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I am a 45 year old teacher of Chemistry and Biology at Largs Academy in Ayrshire. I first became interested in aviation archae-
ology in 1979 after purchasing the iconic ‘High Ground Wrecks ‘ by D J Smith. I visited my first crash site in the same year and 
became hooked . 

As a metal detectorist I found the two hobbies linked together and was soon out looking for new sites. I realised that there were 
many crash sites in Scotland , over 4000 , and that there was no comprehensive list of these. So started the arduous task of 
compiling these into a list of aircraft crashes per Ordnance Survey  map number. 

Over the last 20 years myself and Alan Thomson have collated a list of  all aircraft that have crashed in Scotland along with the 
names and burial details of the crews. This list has proved invaluable to next of kin and to the many groups wishing to rebuild 
certain aircraft types. 

I joined the museum in the 1980’s and now hold the position of researcher for aircraft accidents . With modern technology , mag-
netometers and metal detectors , many of the crash sites in Scotland can now be located and licenses obtained to recover and  
preserve these important pieces of aviation history. 

It has required a lot of work to be completed by many members of the committee under the guidance of Stuart James, who has un-
dertaken the challenge of getting us fully accredited with great enthusiasm and commitment. Our curatorial advisor Stanley Sarsfeld 
has also been instrumental in our being recognised by the professional community. We still have work to do to become fully accred-
ited in February, and thereafter we must all strive to keep to the standards required. During the summer we were visited by the CEO 
of MGS Joanne Orr, who was highly impressed by her tour of the museum and gave us some encouraging advice on how to secure 
project funding from MGS, which is available only to accredited organisations. This will allow us to create new displays and facilities 
as well as take better care of our more fragile exhibits. Everyone can expect to see the benefit of this exciting step forward over the 
coming months. ����
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Student - Summer Placement 
����

For the 5th year running the Museum was again fortunate to have a French aeronautical student 
during the summer months.  Sarah Tissot arrived from Paris at the end of June.  Sarah is a well 
balanced, pleasant young woman, with a sense of humour, who is obviously keen on aviation 
and—especially Airbus, she showed great interest at every level.  Throughout her time at the 
Museum all the Directors and volunteers were very impressed with her work on the site.  Her 
tasks included the dismantling and cleaning of 2 Lycoming engines, after which she re-
assembled and painted the engines to display standard of a high degree.  She also helped with 
preparations for the Museum’s Event Day, including a census of attendees for Visit Scotland 
(Tourist Board).  She visited several local places of interest and also HMS Gannet SAR Flight, 
Goodrich and GE Caledonian all at Prestwick.  (Once again this year proved to be a very wet 
summer and Sarah coped with the adverse conditions without any complaints). 


